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CHAP. V.

Of the magic of the present time, as it stands
stripped in the last chapter, from all the pretences
of the magicians, and the delusions of hell; of
what length it has gone, or is like to go, in de-
luding mankind; what the magicians can do,
and that tliey really have now no converse with
the Devil at all: so that the art being at an end,
the history comes to an end of course.

HAVING, In the last chapter, brought down this idol
called magic to its true original, stripped it of all the
masquerade dresses, jested a little about it, and at last
laid the bastard at the Devil's door, who is the true
father of it; one would think so barefaced an Im-
posture should be able to appear no longer in the
world, that it would be hissed off the stage, and
that the very boys and girls would throw stones and
dirt at it in the street.

But the case is quite otherwise, and in spite of
contradiction the Devil goes on his own way; if
this or that nation, or country, or people, drop him,
and refuse him, he goes to another; like a true
pedlar, if he is answered no at one door, he knocks
at the next. If he sells counterfeits, and is called
cheating knave at one house, he calls himself
honest man at another. The Devil is never
balked, but carries on his game, in spite of all the
repulses he meets with, nay, in spite of Heaven
itself.

Besides, he is never at a loss for disguises, and
like a lady at the ball, if she happens to have been
known in her masquerade habit yesterday, to-